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To The | 

Right Reverend Father in G O D, 

EDMUND, 

Lord Bifhop of London. 

■x 

My Lord, 

P O N no other Viezo do I 
make a Dedication of this 
Difcourfe /ojyo^rLordftiip, 
than to Jubmit it to jour a- 
cute Judgment , expecting foontohear 
of your approbation or D if ike of it. 
If ** fo happen , that you highly ap- 
prove of it, 1 beg of you to be [paring 
of your Commendations , left 1 [hould 
be puff'd up with them . 

A z In 
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iv Dedication. 

In my Moderator, fome Exprefftons 
dropt from my Ten about the Miracles 
of our Saviour, which for want of 
llluft ration then , gave your Lordfhip 
fome Offence, and brought upon me 
more Trouble ; But, having now ful- 
ly and clearly explained my f elf out 
of the Fathers , 1 hope you ll be recon- 
ciled to me j and as you are a Lover 
of Truth, will , again fl Inter eft and 
^Prejudice, yield to the Force of it . 

Whether your Profecution of me, 
for the Moderator, was. juft and 
reafonable, Til not dijpute here , hav- 
ing already expcftulated that Matter 
with you in fever al Letters, to which 
you would not condefcend to give me 
any Anfwer. For what Reafon you 
was filent, is be ft known to your [elf 
But, in my own Vindication, 1 hope , 
1 may publifh without Offence , that 
your taking me for an Infidel, was 
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Dedication." y 

fitch a Mi flake, as 1 thought no Scho- 
lar could have made ; and the Injury 
done to my Refutation and low For- 
tune, by the Profecution , [o confider - 
able , that the leafl 1 expetted from your 
Lord (hip, zoos a courteous Excufe, if 
notan ample Comp enf at ion, for it. 

As to the Expediency of profecut- 
ing Infidels for their Writings ( in 
whofe Caufelam the far the fl of any . 
Man from being engaged) 1 will here 
Jay nothing . The Argument, pro and 
con, has already , by one or other , been 
copioufly handled. And 1 don't know , 
but 1 might be, with your Lordihip,' 
on the perfecting Side of the Gj Yuefli- 
on ; but that it looks as if a Man was 
diflruftful of the Truth of Chnftiani - 
ty, and conf cions of his own Inability 
to defend it , or he would leave that 
good Caufe to God himfelf and the 
Sword of the Spirit , without calling 

upon 
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vi Dedication.’ 

upon the Civil Magiftrate/or hid Aid 
and Affiftance. 

~That [curvy Writer of the Scheme 
of literal Prophecy, See. zvhich your 
Lordfhip mu ft have heard of would 
infinuate , that they are only atheiftical 
Priefts, who for fear of their Inter efts 
in the Church, fet Terfecutions on foot : 
*But after your Lordlhip has publish'd 
a firenuous Defence of Chrijlianity to 
the P urpofe of our prefent Con tr over fy, 
J ll have no fuch Sufpicions of you. 

Tour Lordfhip’i perfecuting (or, if 
you will, profecuting) Humour , is repu- 
tedly all pure Zeal for God's Glory \ 
and, with all my Heart , let it be fo 
accounted , whether it be according to 
Knowledge or not . Again fl Popery 
and Infidelity you are all oArdency ! 
Who does not commend you ? Who can 
cjueftion the Sincerity of the Zeal of a 
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Dedication.' vii 

* 

Trot eft ant Bifhpp, and of a P rot eft ant 
Clergy, when they perfecute the Ene- 
mies of their Churchy that confiders 
their own Steadmefs to Principles a- 
gainft Intereft, under all Changes , 
Jince the Reformation ; and their ab- 
horrence of Extortion on the People y 
for the Duties of their Funttion, in 
and about this City. Such Honefty 
and Conftancy in their Profeffion, is a 
Proof of the Integrity of their Hearts , 
or 1 know not where to find one. 

•But that your Lordlhipj Zeal for 
Religion is very remarkable andfuc- 
cefsfuly 1 could prove by many Infian- 
ces ; one is y that of your routing a 
turbulent Sett of Peripateticks out of 
St. Paul s Cathedr al ; and if you could 
as effettually clear Chrift’s Church of 
Infidels, what a glorious Rifhop would 
you be ! 

And 



viii Dedication. 

dnd what Pity it is , that Infidels 
likewife are not to he quell'd with your 
Threats and Terrors ! which ( without 
the Weapons of (harp Reasonings , and 
thumping Arguments, that others are 
for the Vfe of ) would transmit your 
Fame to Po ferity, for a notable 
Champion for Chriftianity, -as cer- 
tainly as, that your judicious Profe- 
cution of the Moderator for Infidelity 
is here remember d by , 

Mi Lord, 

The Admirer of 

London, April 

4 jth 17 *?. . • , . 

Your Zeal, 

• • s. . . 

I Wifdom and 

» • \ • • 

Condudt, .. • 
Thomas PToolJion. 
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A 

DISCOURSE 

ON THE 

MIRACLES 

OF OUR 

FI OUR, &c: 

F ever there was anufeful Con- 
troverfy flatted, or revived ia 
this Age of the Church, it is 
this about the MeJJiahJhip of 
the holy Jefus, which the 
'Difcourfe of the Grounds > 8cc. has of 
late rais’d. I believe this Controverfy 
Mall end in the abfclute Demonstration of 
Jefus 3 s MeJJiahJhip from Prophecy, which 
is the only Way to prove him to be the 

B MeJfiahj 
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MeJJlahj that great Prophet expected by 
the Jews 3 and promifed under the Old 
Teftament. And tho’ this Way of Proof 
from Prophecy feemsto labour under many 
Difficulties at prefent; and tho’ fome Wri- 
ters againft the Grounds , being diftrefs’d 
with thofe Difficulties, are forfeeking Re- 
fuge in the Miracles of our Saviour ; yet 
we mu ft pertift in it, till, what I have no 
doubt of, his MeJJiahfbip fliall be clearly 
made out by it. 

And the Way in Prophecy that I would 
take for the Proof of Jefus\ MeJJiahJhip 3 
fhould be by an allegorical Interpretation 
and Application of the Law and the Pro- 
phets to him ; the very tame Way, that all 
the Fathers .of the Church have gone in ; 
and the very fame Way, in which all the 
ancient Jews fay their MeJJiah was to ful- 
fil the Law and the Prophets : But this 
Way does not pleafe our eccleliaftical Wri- 
ters in this Controverfy, neither will they 
at prefent give any Ear to it. 

The Way in Prophecy that they are for 
taking, is by a literal Interpretation and 
Application of fome Prophecies of the Old 
Teftament to our Jefus ; but they are hi- 
therto unfuccefsful in this Way. The Au- 
thors of the Grounds and of the Scheme > 
grievoufly perplex them with their Ob- 
jections againft this Way of Proof, lb foras, 
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being fenfible, I fay, of almoft infuperable 
Difficulties in it, they are flying apace to 
the Miracles of our Saviour, as to their 
foie and grand Refuge. 

But to fhew that there’s no Sanctuary 
for them in the Miracles of our Saviour, I 
write this 'Difcourfe : And this I do, not 
for the Service of Infidelity, which has no 
Place in my Heart, but for the Honour of 
the Holy Jefus> and to reduce the Clergy 
to the good old Way of interpreting Pro- 
phecies, which the Church has unhappily 
apoftatis’d from, and which, upon the Te- 
ftimony of the Fathers, will, one Day, be 
; the Converfion of Jews and Gentiles. 

For this Opinion, that there is no Sanc- 
tuary in the Miracles of our Saviour, I 
chanc’d to fay in the Moderator , (j) That 
JeJiis's Miracles j as they are now-a-days 
under flood j make not king for his Authority 
and MeJJiahJhip. And again, (2) That I 
believe j upon good Authority , fame of the 
Miracles of jefitSj as recorded by the 
EvangeliJisj 'were never wrought but are 
only related as prophetical and parabo- 
lical Narratives of what will be myjleri- 
oujly and more wonderfully done by him : 
Which Expreflions gave Offence to fome 
of out Clergy, and brought upon me their 

(x) Page 44 . (0 Page 53- 

B 2 Indig- 
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Indignation and Difpleafure. I fee no Rea- 
fon to depart from the faid Exprellions, or 
fo much as to palliate and foften them, 
much lefs to retraQ: them ; but in Mainte- 
nance of my Opinion, to the Honour of our 
MeJJiah , and the Defence of Chriftianity, 

I write this Treatife on Jefas's Miracles, 
and take this Method following. 

I. I will fhew, that the Miracles of heal- 
ing all manner of bodily Difeafes, which 
jf efus was juftly famed for, are none of the 
proper Miracles of the MeJJiah , neither 
are they fo much as a good Proof of his 
Divine Authority to found a Religion. 

II. That the literal Hiftory of many of 
the Miracles of Jefus , as recorded by the 
Evangelifts, does imply Abfurdities, Im- 
probabilities, and Incredibilities ; confe- 
quently they, either in whole or in part, 
were never wrought, as they are com-' 
monly believed now-a-days, but are only 
related as prophetical and parabolical Nar- 
ratives of what would be myfterioufly and 
more wonderfully done by him. 

III. I fhall Confider what Jefus means, 
when he appeals to his Miracles as to a 
Testimony and Witnefs of his Divine Au- 
thority, and fhew, that he could not pro- 
perly 
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perly and ultimately refer to thofc he 
then wrought in the Flejh , but to thofe 
myftical ones, which he would do in the 
Spirit } of which thofe wrought in the 
Flefh are but mere Types and Shadows.' 

In treating on thefe Heads, I fhall not 
confine myfeif only to Reafon, but alfo 
to the exprefs Authority of the Fathers, 
thofe holy, venerable, and learned Preach- 
ers of the Gofpel in the firft Ages of the 
Church ; who took our Religion from the 
Hands of the Apoftles, and of apoflolical 
Men, whody’d, fomeof them, and fuffer’d 
for the Doftrine they taught ; who pro- 
fefledly and confeifedly were endu’d with 
divine and extraordinary Gifts of the Spi- 
rit ; who confequently can’t be fuppoied 
to be Corrupters of Chriftianity, or Teach- 
ers of falle Notions about the Miracles of 
our Saviour, or fo much as miftaken about 
the apoflolical and evangelical Senfe and 
Nature of them. I know not how it comes 
to pafs, but I am a profound Admirer, and 
an almoft implicit Believer of the Au- 
thority of the Fathers, whom I look upon 
as vaft Philofophers, very great Scholars, 
and moft orthodox Divines. Whatever 
they concurrently alTert, I firmly believe. 
And tho’ they are, for the moil part, my- 
fterious Writers out of the Reach of the 

Capacities 
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Capacities of many, who flight them ; yet 
I, who have had the Honour and Happi- 
nels of much of their Acquaintance, fancy 
my felf well apprifed of their Meanings. 
If at any Time I read a Paflage in them 
which I don’t prefently apprehend, I fa- 
lute it with Veneration for all that, till 
my Underitanding is open’d to receive the 
Senfe of it. If 1 meet with but a Angle 
Opinion in any one of them, I pay my 
RefpeCts to it ; but where there is an Har- 
mony and Agreement of Opinion amongfl: 
them, it is with me, and ought to be with 
all Chriftians, of fuch Weight, as to bear 
down all Prejudice, Oppofition, and Con- 
tradiction before it ; or the Authority of 
no Man, whether ancient or modern, is to 
have any Regard paid to it; and of what 
ill Confequence to Religion fuch an utter 
Rejection of Authority will be, 1 need not 
fay. 

This I thought fit to premife, concern- 
ing the Authority of the Fathers, to abate 
of the Prejudice beforehand, which fome 
may conceive againft: the following ^Dif- 
courfe about the Miracles oijefus. I don’t 
queition, but fome may be ltartled at the 
foregoing Heads, as if, what is thefartheft 
of any thing from my Heart, the Service 
of Infidelity was in View ; but craving the 
Temper and Patience of fuch Readers for 

a while, 
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a while, and they fhall find, that it’s no 
other than juft Realigning, clear Truth, 
and primitive Doctrine about Jefus ' s Mi- 
racles, that I advance : Or if it fhould fo 
happen, that none befides my felf lbould 
dilcern the Reafoning and Truth of the Ar- 
gument; yet I hope it will not be thought 
a Crime to revive primitive DoGrine, 
which none will be able to deny it to be, 
whether they like it or not. If I err, I err 
upon Choice with the Fathers, of whofe 
Faith I am. And if any are offended at 
what follows about the Miracles of Chrijf y 
let them turn their Dilpleafure and Indig- 
nation againft the Fathers, for whofe ex- 
prefs or implicit Opinions I can be dcferv- 
ing of no Blame. 

I am lorry for the Occafion of fuch a 
Preface againft Offence, which the Apo- 
ftacy of the Age, and its Unacquaintednels 
with the Fathers, has made neceffary. So 
I enter upon the particular handling of 
the Heads foregoing. And 

I. I will fhew, that the Miracles of heal- 
ing all manner of bodily Difeafes, which 
Jefus was juffly famed for, are none of the 
proper Miracles of the Meifiah, nor are 
they fo much as a good Proof of Jefus' 1 s 
divine Authority to found and introduce a 
Religion into the World. 


And 



And to do this, let us confider, firft, in 
general, what was the Opinion of the Fa- 
thers about the Writings of the Evange lifts, 
in which the Life of Chrtft is recorded. 
Eucbertus fays, (q) That the Scriptures 
of the New as well as Old Teft ament, are 
to be interpreted in an . allegorical Sen/e. 
And this his Opinion, is no other than the 
common one of the firft Ages of the Church, 
as might be proved by many the like Ex- 
prefttons o! other Fathers. As in fuch- Ex- 
pre (lions, they do not except the Writings 
of the Evangelifts ; fo they muft include 
the Hiftory of thrifts s Miracles, which as 
well ^s other Parts of the Hiftory of his 
Lite, is to be allegoriz’d for the Sake of 
its true Meaning ; confequently the literal 
Story of Chrift’s Miracles proves nothing. 

But let’s hear particularly their Opinion 
of the Actions and Miracles of our Saviour. 
Origen lays, that (4) IVhatfoever ftefus 
did in the F lefty > was but typical and 
fymbolical of what he would do in the 


(3) Univerfam porro Sacram Scripturam tarn 
Novi quam Veteris Teftamenti ad allegoricum . fen- 
fum efle fumendain, admonet nos vcl illud, ' Aperi- 
am os meum iu Parabolis. In Prafat. ad torm 
Spirit. inteil. 

(4) Si quidem Symbola quxdarn erant qua; time 
gcrebantur eorum, qux Jclu virtute temper perfici- 
untur. in Mat. C. XV. 

Spirit ; 
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Spirit i and to our Purpofe, (s) that the 
fever a l bodily Difeafes which he healed , 
were no other than Figures of the fpiri- 
tual Infirmities of the Soulj that are to 
be cured by him. St. Hilary is of the fame 
Mind with Origen , as any one may fee by 
the (6) Expreffions referr’d to, and his 
Commentary on St. Matthew. St. Au- 
gufiin (7), and St.John (8) o ijerufalem^ 
both fay, that the Works of Jefus import 
farther Myfteries ; and with them, the reft 
of the Fathers agree, making the Miracles 
that Jefus did then, no more than the 
Shadow of fome more powerful and myfti- 
cal Operations to be done by him, as I 
could fbew by more Citations out of them, 
if it were needful. But from the foregoing 
Citations out of the Fathers it is plain, in 
their Opinion, that our modern 'Divines 
are in the wrong of it, to lay much Strefs 
on any of the Operations of Jefusj which 

(5) Omnis Languor & omnis Infirmitas quam fa- 
navit Salvator tunc in Populo referutitur ad Infirmi- 
tates fpiricuales Animarum, In Mat. C. xvii. 

(6) Chrifti Gefta aliud portendunt. In Mat. C. xii. 
Evangelicis geltis eft interior Scnlus, C. xiv. HseC 
licet in prtefens gefta funt, quid tafnen in futurum 
iignificent contuendum eft, C. x. Feragunt formain 
finuri gefta prsfentia, C. xxi. 

(7) Qua a Jefu fa6h funt, alicujus fignificantia 
erant. Serm. 77. 

(8) Omne quod fecit Jefus, Sacramenta funt, 
Homil. 51. /» Marc. 9. 

C he 
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he did in the Fleflb, for the Proof of his 
divine Authority and Mejfiahjhip j which 
is only to be proved by his more myfteri- 
ous Works, of which thofe done in the 
Flefh are but Type and Figure. 

But to come clofer to the Purpofe, let’s 
fee how indifferently, I had a'lmoft faid 
contemptibly, the Fathers fpeak of the Mi- 
racles of Jefusj and particularly of his 
Power of healing all bodily Difeafes, which 
by modern Writers is fo much magnified 
and extolPd. St. Iraneus fays (9), that if 
we confider only the then • temporal ^V/e of 
J e fits’ s 'Power of Healing he did nothing 
grand and powerful ; confequently, Ire- 
ii£us could not hold, that Jefns’s Miracles 
then wrought, were a fufficient Proof of 
his divine Authority, much lefs of his Mefi 
fahjhip. Origen fays (10) that tho’ many 
were brought to believe in Jefiis upon the 
Fame of the Miracles which he did once 
amongthe Jews, yet (what implies the In- 
fufficiency of them for the Converfion of 
Men) he intimates that his greater and 
my flic al Works do prove his Autljority. 
St. John of Jertifalem fays, (11) that Je- 

. (9) Si cnim temporalis crat ah co Utilifas, nihil 
grande prxftitit iis, qui ab eo curati funt, L. V. C. ia. 
S. 6 . 

(10) Contra Celfum, L. 11. 

(11) Ccecum curavit, magnum quidem eft, quod 

fecit ; fed nili quotidie fiat, quod olim fadlum, no- 
bis quidem magnum efie celfavit. Homil. 30- 
Marc. 9.. 1 - fits’ S 
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Jus's Cures performed upon the Blind, &rc. 
were indeed conjiderable and great, but 
unlefs he do daily as mighty Works in his 
Church, we ought to forbear our Admira- 
tion of him. St. Augujlin not only fays, 
(i 2) that if we examine into Refits' s Mi- 
racles by humane Reafon, we /hall fnd he 
did nothing great , confidering his Al- 
mighty Power, and conf dering his Good - 
nefs, what he did was but little > but he 
tells usalfo, that (13) fuch Works as Je- 
fus did, might be imputed to, and effected 
by Magic Art. And accordingly Mofes 
and our Saviour himfelf confefs, that falle 
Prophets, and falfe Chrifts, will do Mi- 
racles ; and Anti-Chrijl himfelf, accord- 
ing to St. Rauf will do them to the De- 
ception of Mankind. Nay,, the Fathers 
(14) fay, what I believe, that Anti-Chrijl 
will imitate and equal Je/iis in all his Mi- 
racles which he wrought of old. How 
then can we dillinguifn the true Prophet 
from the falfe, the true Chrijl from the 
Anti-Chrijl by Miracles ? Our ‘Divines 

(12) Si humano captu & ingenio confideremus Jc- 
fum facientcm, & quod ad poteftatem non magnum 
aliquid fecit, & quod ad benignitatem, .parvum fecit. 
In Johan. Cap. V. 'TraCi. 17. 

(15) -Etfi attcftabantur Miracula, non defuiflent 
(ficut & nunc mufiitant) qui magicx potentix cun£ta 
ilia tribuerent. Cont. Fauft. L. XU. C. 4j. 

(14) VU- Saii&um Augujlinum de Anti-chrijlt. 

C 2 will 
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will find it hard to do it, if what the Fa- 
thers fay of Anti-Chrift be found true. 
Moreover, Hiltory affords us Inftances of 
Men, fuch as of Apollonius Tyanaus^ V f- 
pajian, and of the Irijb Sir oakery Grea- 
trexj who have miraculoufly cured Dif- 
eafes to the Admiration of Mankind, as 
well as our Jefus : But if any of them, or 
any other greater Worker of Miracles 
than they were, fhould withal alfume to 
himfelf the Title of a Prophet, and Author 
of a new Religion, I humbly conceive, 
we ought not to give heed to him. 

Neither is there the leaft Reafon that 
we fhould ; for the Power of doing Mira- 
cles is no certain, nor rational Seal of the 
Commilfion and Authority of a divine 
Lawgiver. St. Paul fays (15) there is a 
Diver fity of the Gifts of the Spirit ; for 
to one is given by the Spirit 3 the IVord of 
Wifdom ; to another the IVord of Know- 
ledge i to another the Gift of Healing > 
to mother the working of Miracles ; to 
another ‘Prophecy ; to another Difcern'mg 
of Spirits i to another divers Kinds of 
Tongues ; to another the Interpretation of 
Tongues. Thefe Gifts may be given apart 
and feparately. One of them may be 
conferred on this Man, and another of 

(t 5) \ Cor, C..xii, 

them , 
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them on his Neighbour. There is no 
Neceffity that ai?y two or more of thefe 
Gifts fhould meet in one Man. To argue 
then, that a Man, who has one of thefe 
Gifts, rauft have the other ; that is, that 
he rauft needs have the Gift of Wifdoxn, 
or of Prophecy, or of Difcerning of Spi- 
rits, or of divers Kinds of ToDgues, oe- 
caufe he has the Gift of Healing and of 
working Miracles, is very inconel ufive, 
and falfe Reafoning : And yet this is the 
Reafoning of our modern Writers, who 
would prove Jefus’s Authority to found 
a Religion from his ' Miracles. I don’t 
queftion but Jejits had all the forefaid 
Gifts and Powers of the Spirit in a moft 
fuperiative Degree ; but then it is unrea- 
fonably inferr’d, for all that, that a Man, 
becaule he of Certainty has fome of them, 
muft of confequence have the other. St. 
Jlugujlin (16) cautions us againft being 
deceived into a good Opinion of a Man’s 
Wiidom, becaufe of his Power to do Mi- 
racles. And I think accordingly, that we 
may as well fay, that the ftrongeft Man 
is the wifeft ; . or that a good Phyfician 
muft needs be a good Cafuift ; or that 

(nS) Atque illud ad Rem maxime partineat, ne 
decipiamur tendentes ad Contemplationem Vetita- 
ris- — Arbitrantes ibi effe invilibilem fapientiam, ubi 
Miraculum vifibile viderimus, In Serm. Dom. in mon- 
te Lib. 2. Setf. 84. the 
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the befl: Mathematician is the ableft States- 
man, as that Jefus , becaufe he was a 
Worker of Miracles, fuch as his are, and 
a Healer of all manner of Difeafes, ought 
to be received as the Guide of our Con- 
sciences, the Dire&or of our Underftand- 
ings, the Ruler of our Hearts, and the 
Author of a Religion. 

What then will the Writers againft 
the Grounds do to prove Jefus ' s Autho- 
rity and Mejfiahjbip from his Miracles ? 
Or how by his Miracles will they be able 
to diftinguifh him from an Impoftor, a 
falfe Prophet,and the Anti-Chrijl? Why, 
they will fay perhaps, 

t . That befides Greatnefs of Power, there 
was nothing but Goodnefs, Kindnefs, and 
Love to Mankind fbewn in Jefus ' s Mira- 
cles. As to the Miracles of falfe Prophets 
and Impoftors, if they be, many of them, 
of a kind and benevolent Afpe£t ; yet the 
'Devil '* s Foot, if we look well to it, will 
difcover itfelf in fome ludicrous and mif- 
chievous Pranks : But Jefus 3 s Miracles 
were all of a beneficent Nature ; he went 
about doing good, healing .all manner of 
Difeafes among the People, and did no 
Wrong to any one ; which is a good Argu- 
ment, they fay, of his divine Authority, or 
God Would not have Suffer’d, nor the De- 
vil have work’d fuch aTeftimony in Behalf 
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ofit. On this Head our divines are copious 
and rhetorical, and many notable and flo- 
rid Harangues have they made on it. But 
In anfwer to them, they don’t Teem to 
have their Memories at hand, when they 
declaim at this rate. The Fathers, upon 
whofe Authority I write, will tell fuch 
Orators, that Jefus , if his Miracles are to 
be underftood in the literal Senfe, did not 
only as foolifh Things as any Impoftor 
could do, but very injurious ones to Man- 
kind. I fhall not here inftance in the 
feemingly foolifh and injurious Things 
which Jefus did for Miracles, intending 
under the next Head to fpeak to fome of 
them : But they are fuch, if literally true, 
as our ‘Divines do believe, as are enough 
to turn our Stomachs againft fuch a Pro- 
phet ' y and enough to make us take him 
for a Conjuror , a Sorcerer , and a Wizard, 
rather than the Meffiah and the Prophet 
of the moft High God. But 

2. To prove the Mejfiahfhip of the ho- 
ly Jefus from his Miracles, our Divines 
urge the Prophecies of the Old Teftament, 
fuch as that of Ifaiah , C. xxxv. V. 5, 6. 
Then the Eyes of the blind fhall be opened , , 
and the Ears of the Deaf fhall be un- 
flopp'd ; then fhall the lame Man leap as 
the Hartj and the Tongue of the Dumb 
fing } and fay that tliefe Prophecies were 

. accurately 
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sceurately fulfill'd by our Jefus in the Se- 
veral fpecifical Cures of Blindnefs , ‘Deaf - 
nefs , hantenefij and Dutnbnefs , which he 
often perform’d upon one or other ; and, 
inafmuch as our Saviour Seems to appeal 
to fuch Prophecies, do conclude this his 
Accompli foment of them, to be no lefs 
than a Demonftration that he was the true 
Mejfiah, that great Prophet, who was to 
come into the World. To which Ianfwer, 
Fir ft. That the Accomplishment of Pro- 
phecies that can neither be given forth by 
human Forefight, nor fulfill’d in a Coun- 
terfeit, are good Proofs of Jefus’s MeJJiah- 
Jhift. But then, what fhall we fay, if others 
befides Jefus Should do the like Cures and 
Miracles? It is faid of Jnti-Chriftj and I 
believe it, that he will not only do all the 
Miracles that Jefus did, but will appeal 
to the like Prophecies too. How then we 
are to diftinguifh the true Chrifi: from the 
falfe Chrift by Miracles and Prophecies in 
this Cafe, is the Queftion which I leave 
with our Divines to confider of an An- 
fwer to, againit the Time that it is proved 
that Anti-chrift does all thofe Miracles 
which Jefus in the Flelb wrought. But 
Secondly , The forefaid Prophecies, and 
others mention’d in Ifaiahj neither were, 
nor could be Prophecies of the miraculous 
Cures of bodily Difeafes, which Jefus then 

did. 
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did. And this may be made appear, not 
only from the Context of thofe Prophe- 
cies which received then no Accomplifli- 
ment in JeJitSj who ought to have ful- 
filled one Part of the Prophecy as well as 
the other, or is not to be taken for the ’ 
Fulfiller of either, but from the Opinion of 
both Jews and Fathers , who adjourn the 
Accomplifhment of thofe Prophecies to 
ChrilFs fpiritual Advent. But 

Thirdly , The Prophet Ifaiahj in the 
Place above cited, fpeaks not of bodily 
Blindnefs, which the MeJJiah is to 
heal, but of the fpiritual Diftempers of the 
Soul, metaphorically fo called ; as may be 
eafily proved, not only from the Prophe- 
cies themfelves, but from the old Jews > 
who were allegorical Interpreters of thofe 
Diftempers, and from the ancient Fa- 
thers, (17) who fo underftood them* 
•Confequently our Jefus’s healing of thofe 
bodily Difeales, was no proper Accomplilh- 
ment of thofe Prophecies. It is true our 
Saviour, Matt. xi. 4, 5. feems to appeal 

(17) Interim completur & Ifaias Prophetia non 
tantum in corporalibus, verum etiam in fpirituali- 
bus, Origen. 1 m Matt. Cap. xv. Aperientur igitur 
oculi caecorum, aures furdorum audient, nam qui 
quondam divinis fermonibus reje&is myfticam Sane- 
'torum Inftitutionem recipere non ftuduerunt, liben- 
ter earn admit tent, S. Cyril in Loc. If. Vide 
•Sanilnm llieronymum in Loc. Iiai. 

D to 


Digitized by Google 



[ i8 ] 

to thofe Prophecies, &nd to make his Cure 
of corporal Diftempers an Accompiifhment 
of them : But he means not in the literal 
Senfe, that our "Divines take him in, as I 
fhall flhew hereafter, when I . come to con* 
’ fider what Je/us means, by appealing tp 
his Works and Miracles, as bearing Wit- 
fiefs of him. / . .. . ; 

° Our Divines then may admire and adore 
Jefus as much as they pleafe for his Mira- 
cles of healing bodily Diftempers, but I am 
for the fpiritual Mefliah that cures thofe 
Diftempers of the Soul, that metaphorically 
pals under the Names of Blindnels, Lame- 
nels, Deafnefs, And the Cure of thefe 
fpiritual Difeafes, is the proper and miracur 
lous Work of the true Mejftah . ; for the lake 
of which, lays (i 8 ) St. AuguJiinji ^fus 
condefcended to do thofe little Miracles 
of healing bodily Diftempers, which were 
but the Type and Shadow of his more ftu.- 
pendous Miracles of curing fpiritual Dif- 
eafes.- The Cure of fpiritual Infirmities 
is a God-like (19) Work, above the Imi- 
tation of Man or of Anti-chriftj infinitely 

(18) Et nunc ltiajores fanitates operatur, propter 

quas non eft dedign^tus tunc exbibere illas mino- 
res. In Serm. 88. • . ; 

(19) In quibus Spiritual ibus maxime Chrifti Per- 

fona eminet. Augujl. 2. in Luc am. 

more 
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more miraculous than the healing any bo- 
dily Diftempers can be. 

Whether our Jefus be at this Day fuch 
a fpiritual MeJfiabj I leave to our ‘Divines 
to confider, with thofe fpiritual Diitempers 
of the Church, that feem to want his mi- 
raculous Hand and Touch. The Fathers 
of the Church faid, that Jefus was in 
fart fuch a fpiritual Meffiah in their time, 
and argued (ao) his MeJJiahJh'tpj not from 
bodily Cures, but from his moil miracu- 
lous Cures of the Difeafes of the Soul : 
But there was another and future Time, in 
which he would be fuch a fpiritual and 
glorious Mejfiah to the greateft Perfe&ion. 
In the mean while, no healing of corporal 
Diftempers can prove Jefus to be the Mef 
fiahj nor any other of his miraculous Works 
recorded in the Evangelifts : So far from 
it, that 

II. I (hall prove that the literal Story of 
many of Jefus’s Miracles, as they are re- 
corded in the Evangelifis , and commonly 
believed by Chriftians, does imply Impro- 
babilities and Incredibilities, and the grof- 
feft Abfurdities, very difhonourable to the 

(20) Modo Caro cxca non aperit oculos Miraculo 
Domini, fed cor caecum aperit oculos Sermoni Do- 
mini. Modo non refurgit mortale cadaver, fed re- 
furgit anima qux mortua jacebat ia viyo Cadavere, 
&(. Attguji. Serin. 88. S. 3. 

D 2 Name 
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Name of Chrift; confequently they, in 
whole or in part, were never wrought, 
but are only related as prophetical and pa- 
rabolical Narratives of what would be myf- 
terioufly and more wonderfully done by 
him. 

The reading of this Head will, I doubt 
not, ftrike with Horror fome of our fquea- 
mifh 'Divines j who, notwithftanding they 
will facrifice almoft any Principles to their 
Intereft, will not bear that our literal evan- 
gelical Hiftory of fuch renown’d Miracles 
Ihould be thus called in Queftion, and con- 
temptuoufly fpoken of. What does this 
Author mean, will fome fay, thus to do 
Service to Atheifm and Infidelity ? Away 
with him ! Our Indignation is moved againft 
him ! No Cenfure and Punifhment can be 
too fevere for fuch Impiety, Profanenefs, 
and Blafphemy, as is aim’d at, and imply’d 
in this Propofition. 

To calm therefore the Spirits, and abate 
the Prejudices of fuch Accufers, I muft 
proceed with the greater Caution, and with 
Reafon and Authority well fortify myfelf 
before and behind, or I fhall feel the Weight 
pf the Difpleafure of our Divines , who are 
prepoffefs’d of the Belief of the literal Story 
pf all Jejus'$ Miracles. 

Before then I enter uppn the particular 
Examination of any of his Miracles, I will 

premife 
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premile two or three general Aflertions of 
the Fathers about them. And firft Origen 
(21) fays, that in the hiftorical Part of the 
Scriptures, There are fome Things inferted 
as HiJioryj which were never tranfaftedj 
and which it was imPoJJible jhould be 
tranfatted ; and other Things , again , that 
might pojftbly be done , but were not. This 
he a Herts of the Writings of the Evange - 
lifts j as well as of the Old Teftament, and 
gives many Inftances to this Purpofe. Sr. 
Hilary (22) fays, There are many hifto- 
rical Raff ages of the New Teftament j that 
if they are taken literally , are contrary to 
Senfe and Reafon , and therefore there is 
a Necejftty of a myftical Interpretation. 
And St. Auguftin (23) lays, that there are 
hidden Myfteries in the Works and Mira- 
cles of our Saviour j which if we incauti - 

fai) Hiftoria Scriptur® interdum interferit qu®- 
dam vel minus gefta, vel qua omnino geri non 
poftunt ; interdum qu® poftunt geri, nec tamen 
gefta funt. De Principiis , Lib. 4. 

(12) Multa funt, qu® non finunt nos fimplici 
fenfu di&a evangelica fufeipere. Interpofitis enim 
nonnullis Rebus qu® ex Natura humani fenfus fibi 
con^raria funt ; Rationem qusrere coeleftis Intelli- 
gent;® admonemur, In Matt. L. xx. S. a. 

(13) Evangelica Sacramenta in Chrifti fafiis fig- 

nata omnibus non patent, & ea nonnulli minus di- 
ilgenter interpretando afferunt plerumque pro fa- 
lute Perniciem, & pro Cognitione Veritatis Erro- 
fem, &c. Dt Quctji. Diverf. 84. 
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oujly and literally interprets , we Jball run 
into Errors and make grievous Blunders . 
Of the feme Mind are the reit of the Fa- 
thers, as might be proved by exp refs or 
implicit Citations; but, ftudying Brevity, 
I think the three Teitimonics above enough 
to cool the Rage, and affwage the Preju- 
dices of my Adverfaries againft the Propo- 
rtion before us, which I come now to a 
particular Confideration of ; that is, to 
Ihcw that the Story of many of Je Jus's, 
Miracles is literally abfurd, improbable, 
and incredible. And 

* 1 ' , t \ > i » -» . 

i. To fpeak to that Miracle of Jefus‘ > s 
driving the Buyers and Sellers out of the 
Temp lej which all the (24) four Evange- 
lilts make mention of. 

I have read in fome modern Author, 
whofeName does not occur to my Memo- 
ry, that this was, in his Opinion, the raoft 
ftupendous Miracle that Je/us wrought. 
And, in truth, it was a molt aftonilhing 
one, if literally true, and Jefus mull ap- 
pear more than a Man, he mult put on an 
awful and molt majeltick Countenance to 
effect it.* It is hard to conceive, how any 
one in the Form of a Man, and of a de- 

. j. • * « • ' , ’ 

(24) Matt.,XXU Mark. xi. Luke xix. Jobu ii. 

» • fpifed 
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fpifed one too (and we don’t read that Je- 
Jiis chang’d his human Shape) with a Whip 
in his Hand, could execute fuch a Work 
upon a great Multitude of People, who 
were none of his Difciples, nor had any 
Regard for him. Suppofing he could, by 
his divine Power, infufe a pantck Fear in- 
to the People, yet what was the Rea- 
fon that he was fo eaten up with Zeal 
againft the Profanation of that Houfe, 
which he himfelf came to deftroy, and 
which he permitted, 1 may fay. command- 
ed, to be filthily polluted not long after. 
But not to form by my felf an Inve&ive 
againft the Letter of this Story, let’s hear 
what the Fathers fay to it. 

Origen makes the whole but a (2 5) Pa- 
Table. His allegorical Expofitions of it, are 
frequent, and one time or other he gives 
us the myftical Meaning of »e very Part of 
it. By the Temple } he underftands the 
Church : By the Sellers in the Temple, he 
means fuch Treachers who make Merchan- 
dize of the Gofpel, whom the Spirit of 
Chrift, fome time or other, would rid his 
Church of. He is fo far from believing 
any thing of the Letter of this Story, that 

fa 5) In Comment, in Matt. >xxi. 1. 


he 
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he has Form’d a (26) large Argument againft 
it : The Subftance of which is, that ** if 
“ Je/us had attempted any fuch thing, the 
“ People would have refitted, and executed 
“ their Revenge on him; if he had affected 
a it, the Merchants of the Temple might 
<c have reproach’d him with Damage done 
“ to their Wares, and would have juftly 
“ acculed him of a Riot againft Law and 
“ Authority.” Whether there is not Rea- 
fon in this Argument of Origetij let any 
one judge. 

(2 5) Potro cui cur* eft accuratior Inquifitio con- 
fidcrabir, an juxu dignitatem prtefentis Vic* erat, 
ut Jefus rem talam auderet facere, extrudere vide- 
licet Meacatorum Multitudinem, qui ad Diem fe- 
ftum afcenderanr, Diftributuri boves ditioribus, & 
tanto populo oves ma&andas per domus familtari- 
um, qu* multorum millium complerent numerum ; 
atque eos qui in rebus talibus gloriantcs produSuri 
erant in medio Columbas , quas multf empturi 
erant, ceu in Conventu celeberrimo convivaturi. 
Conliderabit hie etiam, an Nummulariorum erat 
non accufare Jefum contumeliofe propter fuas ipfo- 
rum effufas pecunias & menfas fubverfas. Quis 
autem flagello e funiculis verberatus & cxpulfus ab 
eo, qui penes eos habebatur viis, hunc adortus non 
inclamaftet totis viribus fefe ulcifcens ; cum prs- 
fertim haberet tantam multitudinem eorum, qui 
libi *que contumeliam fieri crcdcbant, faventem 
libt adverfum Jefum ? Infuper conlideremus, Dei 
filium funiculos fumentem ; fibique flagellum te- 
nentem ad extrudendum e templo, annon repra- 
fentet pr*ter audaciam & temeritatem, inordina- 
tum etiam quiddam? In Johan. Tom. XI. 

St. Hilary 
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St. Hilary is of the fame Mind with 
Origen. He fays that this Story is only a 
(27) Prefiguration of what will be done 
in Chrift’s Church upon another OccafionJ 
And he admonilhes (28) us to fearch into 
the profound and myftical Import of every 
Part of it; particularly he hints that (29) 
by the Seats of t ho fe who fell 'Doves may 
be underltood the Pulpits of Preachers 
who make Sale of the Gifts of the Spirit, 
whicli is reprefented by a Dove. As to 
the Letter of the Story, he is plain enough, 
that there was no fuch (20) Market kept 
in the Temple of Jerufalem: And if any 
Hiftorians befides the Evangelifls had 5 f- 
ferted it, I know of none, who would have 
been fo foolifh as to believe that Oxen 
and Sheep and Goats were there fold. 

St. Ambrofe too is for the Myftery, and 
againft the Letter of this Story, faying, 
(31) whatfhould be the Reafon that J efts 

fhould 

(17) Prxfiguratio futurorum dictis prxfentibus con- 
tinetur, In Matt. xxi. 

(*8) Admonemur altius Verborum Virtntes in 
iftiufmodi fignificationibus contuendas, Ibid. 

(ip) In Cathedra eft lacordotii fedes ; & eorum 
qui Spiritus San&i Donum vcnale habent, Cathcdras 
ever ter, Ibid. 

(50) Non habebant Judxi quod venire poffunt, 
neque erat quod emcre quis poftet, Ibid. 

(31) Cathedra autem Vendentium Columbas cur 
everterit ? Secundum Literam non intelligo. Ad- 

E monec 
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fhould overturn the Seats of thofe that fold 
Doves ? This muft be, fays he, a figura- 
tive Story, and fignifies nothing lefs than 
the future Ejection of Priefts out of his 
Church, who fhall make Gain and Mer- 
chandize of the Gofpel. 

St. Jerome „ as his Manner is in other 
Cafes, gives us a literal Expofition of 
this Miracle, as far as it will bear it: But 
then corre&s himfelf again, faying, there 
are (52) Abfurdities in the Letter ; but, 
according to its myftical Meaning, Jefus 
will enter his Temple of the Church, and 
caft out of itBifhops, Priefts, and Deacons, 
who make a Trade of Preaching. And in 
another Place he tells us of the myftical 
Whip (33), that Jefus will make ufe of 
to this Purpofe. . 

St. Augufiitt alfo is againft the Letter 
of the Story of this Miracle, faying, (34) 


monet Typo ejeftorum de Templo hujufmodi Mer- 
catorum, in Ecclefia Dei Confortium eos habere non 
polfe, qui San&i Spiritus Gratiam nundinentur, In 
hoc. Luc. 

(32) Juxra fimpliccm Inteliigentiam- — quod pe- 
nitus ablurdum — cxterum fecundum Myfticos ln- 
telle&us Jefus ingredicur Templum Patris & ejicit 
omnes Epifcopos, Presbyteros, & Diaconos, &c. In 
hoc. Mat. 

(33) Faciet Dominus Flagellum de Scripturarum 
Tcxtuum Teftimoniis. In Zechar. C. xiv. 

(34) Non magnum Peccatum, li hoc vcndebant 
in Templo, quod emeoatur, ut off'erretur in Templo, 
In hoc. Johan. 

Where 
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Where could be the great Sin of felling 
and buying Things in the Temple, that 
were for the Ufe of it, and offer’d as Sa- 
crifice in it ? We muff therefore, fays he, 
look for the Myftery in this (35) figura- 
tive Story, and enquire what is meant by 
the Oxen, and Sheep, and Doves, and who 
are the Sellers of them in Chriffs Church; 
and he is very pofitive that Ecclefiafticks, 
who are felfifh, and make worldly Gain 
of the Gofpel, are here meant. And as to 
the Expreffionof turning the Temple into 
a * Tien of Thieves , he fays it has Refpeft 
to the (36) Clergy in Time to come, who 
would make fuch a Den of Chrift’s Church. 

Laftly, with the foregoing Fathers agrees 
St. Theophylatt, who is an Allegorift too 
upon this Miracle, faying, that thofe (37) 
who fell Doves, are the Priefts who fell 
fpiritual Gifts ; and that Chriff fome time 
or other would overturn their Seats, and 
clear his Church of them. In another 

(35) Qui funt tamen qui Boves vendunt ? ut in 
figura quaeramus Myfterium fa&i, qui funt qui Oves 
vendunt & Columbas ? ip(i funt qui fua qvvcrunt in 
Eccleiia, non quae Jefu Chrifti, Ibid. 

(3 6) Vos enim feciftis Domum meum, Domum 
Negotiationis & Speluncam Latronum, fignificat fu- 
turos in Eccleiia, L. II. Evang. Qu#Jl. 48. 

(37) AlStta***® 1 £v a A iyofy ei 

s'x«» Ktti Tara t'hv T&i oiva. Tplira 6 Kv&&. In Jtban. 
C. ii. 

E 2 Place, 
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Place, lie intimates what are meant by Ox- 
en and Sheep, viz. the literal Senfe of the 
Scriptures. And if the literal Senfe be 
irrational and nonfenfical, the Metaphor 
we muft allow to be proper, inafmuch as 
now-a*days, dull and foolilh and abfurd 
fluff we call Bulls, Fatlings, and Blunders. 

Behold a wonderful Harmony among the 
Fathers in their Rejeftion of the literal, 
and Efpoufal of the myftical Senfe of this 
Mirac]e. It is faid of the Church in her 
hrft Ages, that fhe was inipired, and fo 
file was ; or before an Hire for the Prieft- 
hood was eftablifhed, and pleaded for, fhe 
could never have written in this Fafhion. 
If the Fathers had lived now, and writ- 
ten thus, we fhould have thought the Spi- 
rit of Quakerifm was gotten amongft 
them, or they would never have given 
fuch an Exposition of this Story to favour 

Enmity to an Hireling Vriejlhood. 

How and when Chrift’s Power, accord- 
ing to the Figure and Parable before us, 
will enter his Church, and drive out of 
her thefe ecclefiaftical Merchants, is not 
the Queftion. But whenever it does fo 
effectually, it will be a ilupendous Mira- 
cle, much greater than the typical one is 
fuppofed to be; and not only a Proof of 
Chrift’s divine Power and Prefence in his 
Church, but an abfolute Demonftration of 

his; 
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his MeJJiahJkip , from his Accomplifhment 
both of the forefaid Prophecies of the 
Fathers, and of other remarkable ones of 
the Old Teftamcnt , which will be then 
clearly underftood, and which it is not my 
Bufinefs here to apply or mention. 

• 

Againft the aforefaid Expofition of this 
Miracle, perhaps it may be objected, that 
(excepting a little Reafoning againft the 
Letter of it) this is only the chimerical 
and whimfical Dream of • the Fathers, 
whofe Notions are obfolete, and who (58) 
have adulterated Chrijiianity with their 
Cant and 'Jargon ; and that none of our 
! Protefiant and Orthodox Divines have 
ever given into their Opinion. 

I confefs, that none of our Proteftant 
Divines , whom I know, do embrace the 
forefaid Expofition'of the Fathers, but it 
may be nothing the worfe for all that : 
And tho’ their Expofition may be very dis- 
agreeable to the Priefthood of this Age, 
yet I can tell them of the greateft Man of 
thefe laft Ages, and that was Erafmus j 
who, cautioufly exprefling himfelf for fear 
of giving Offence to the Clergy 3 is of the 
fame Mind with the Fathers \ or he would 

(38) Chandler's Vindication, &c. p. 145. 

not 
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not fay, that (39) that Work of Jefus did 
prefigure fomewhat elfe : For Jefus could 
not be zealous againfi the Trophanation 
of that Temple of the Jews, which was 
foon to be defiroy'dj but meant to Jkew 
his Difiike and Hatred of ecclefiafiical 
Covetoufnefs, which , after the Way of 
the Type , he would take his Opportunity 
to rid the Church of. 

Before I difmifs this Miracle, I muft ob- 
ferve, that if the Fathers are right above, 
then our Latin and Englijh Tranflations 
of the Place in St. Matthew err in a 
main Point. Inftead of reading, andfe- 
fus cafi out them that fold and bought > it 
Ihould be, thofe who fold and preach'd ; 
that is, fold what they preach’d : For the 
Word does more properly fignify 

to preach than to buy 5 and in this Senfe 
here, according to the Fathers, it fhould 
be conftrued. 7 

Again, I muft obferve, that our Com- 
mentators are a little perplex’d to know 

(59) Hoc fa&o Iongc aliud fignificabat Jefus, nec 
enim ilium tantopere commovebac Templum illud 
mercimoniis Bourn, Ovium, Hircorum & Columba- 
rum profanatum ; fed oftendere voluit Avaritiam & 
QusGum fore capitalem PcGem Ecclefis, quam Tern-. 
p)um cujus Religio mox erat abolenda, figurabat — » 
In nullum Hominum Genus acrius faeviit Jefus, fed 
hos ipfe fibi fervabit ejiciendos, cum videbitur. In 
Loc. Matt, xxi . 

who, 
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who, and what thofe KohXvQk&v Money - 
Changers , were. The Greek (40) Word 
does import thofe who have a Knack to 
barter away little bafe and Brafs Money, 
with the Effigies of an Ox or Bull on it, 
in exchange tor good Coin. How appli- 
cable the Word was to any Merchants of 
the old Temple at Jerufalem , is hard to 
conceive. But it is very agreeable to our 
ecclefiaftical Collybtjis , who, as I may ap- 
peal to Freethinkers, vend their Brazen- 
faced Bulls and Blunders at an extravagant 
and great Price. And if rfel^a.^ which 
is tranflated Tables , does properly fignify 
(41) Tutyits , who can help it ? 

So much then on the Miracle of Jefus* s 
driving the Sellers and Buyers out of the 
Temple. And now I appeal to our 2 )i- 
vines , whether it be not an abfurd, impro- 
bable, and incredible Story according to 
the Letter; and whether it be any other 
than, as the Fathers faid of- it, a prophe- 
tical and parabolical Narrative of what 
would be myfterioufly and more wonder- 
fully done by Jefus. And fo I come to 
fpeak to a 

2. Second Miracle of Jefus, and that is, 


(40) Vid. Suiqerum in 

(41) apud Ariltophanem, eft 
Vid. Scapulain. 


Pulpicum, 

that 
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that of his (42) cafling the 'Devils out of 
the Madman or Madmen , and permitting 
them to enter into the Herd of Swine , 
which thereupon ran down a Trecipice, 
and were all choaked in the Sea. 

To exorcife, or call: Devils out of the 
Poflefs’d, without confidering the Nature 
of fuch a Poifeflion, or the Nature and 
Power of the Devil, we’ll allow to be not 
only a kind and beneficent Aft, but a 
great Miracle. But then, be the Miracle 
as great as can be imagined, it is no more 
than what falfe Teachers, (43) Workers 
of Iniquity , and even fome Artifts amongft 
the Jews , have done before ; confequent- 
ly, luch a Work of Exorcifm in our Sa- 
viour, could be no Proof of his divine Au- 
thority. And if there was no more to be 
faid againft this Miracle, this is enough 
to fet it afide, and to fpoil the Argument 
of JeJus\ divine Power from it. But 
there are many Circumftances in the Sto- 
ry, literally confider’d, that would induce 
us to call the Truth of the whole into 
queftion. How came thofe Madmen to 
have their Dwelling amongft the Tombs 
of a Burying-Ground ? Where was the 
Humanity of the People, that did not take 
Care of them, in Pity to them, as well as 

(41) Matt . viii, Mark v. Luke viii, 

(45) Luke xiii. ver. *7. for 
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for the Safety of others? Or if no Chains, 
as the Text fays, which is hardlv credi- 
ble, could hold them, it was pofllble 
furely, as well as lawful, to difpatch them* 
rather than their Neighbours and PalTen- 
gers fhould be in Danger from them. Be- 
lieve then this Part of the Story who 
can ? But what’s worfe, it’s not credible 
there was any Herd of Swine in that 
Country. If any Hiftorians but the Evan- 
gelijis had faid fo, none would have be* 
lieved it. The Jews are forbidden to eat 
‘ Swine’s Flefh ; what then fhould they do 
with Swine (which are good for nothing 
till they are dead) who eat neither Tig, 
Tork , nor Bacon ? Some may fay, that 
they were kept there for the Ufe of Stran- 
gers: But this could not be, becaufe that 
after the Time oiAntiochus , who polluted 
the Temple with the Sacrifice of an Hog, 
the Jews (44) forbad, under the Pain of 
an Anathema , the keeping of any Swine 
in their Country. Perhaps it may be faid, 
that the Gadarenes , fo call’d from the 
Place of their Abode, were not Jews, 
but neighbouring Gentiles , with whom 
it was lawful to eat, and keep Swine. 
We will funpofe fo, tho’ it is improbable; 
but then its unlikely (without better Rea- 

(44) Spencer de Legibus Hebrac, p. 117. 

p fon 


Digitized by Google 



[ 34 ]' 

fon than at prefent we are apprifed of) that 
our Saviour would permit the Dtvils to 
enter into a Herd of them to their De- 
ftru£tion. Where was the Goodnefs and 
Juftice of his fo doing ? Let our ‘Divines 
account for it, if they can. It is common- 
ly faid of our Saviour, and I believe it, 
that his Life was entirely innocent, that 
his Miracles were all ufeful and beneficial 
to Mankind, and that he did no Wrong 
to any one. But how can this be rightly 
faid of him, if this Story be literally true ? 
The Proprietors of the Swine were great 
Lofers and Sufferers ; and we don’t read 
' that JeJus made them amends, or that 
they delerv’d fuch Ufage from him. The 
Proprietors of the Swine, it feems, upon 
this Damage done them by Jefus, defire 
him to depart out of their Coafts, to 
prevent farther Mifchief ; which was 
gentler Refentment, than we can imagine 
any others would haVe made of the like 
Injury. I know not what our Divines 
think of this Part of the Story, nor 
wherefore Jejus efcaped fo well; but if 
any Exorctji in this our Age and Nation, 
had pretended to expel the Devil out of 
one poffefs’d, and permitted him to enter 
into a Flock of Sheep, the People would 
have faid that he had bewitch’d both ; 
and our Laws, and Judges too of the 

laft 
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laft Age, would have made him to fwing 
for it. 

Without Offence, I hope, I have ar- 
gued againft the Letter of this ftrange Sto- 
ry of the holy Jefus ; I fhould not have 
dared to have faid fo much againft it, but 
upon the Encouragement of Or'tgen and 
other Fathers, who fay, we ought to ex- 
poie the Absurdities of the Letter, as 
much as may be, to turn Men’s Heads 
to the myftical and true Meaning. 

Let’s hear then what the Fathers fay to 
this Miracle. Origen ' s Commentaries on 
this Part of St. Matthew , and St. Luke's 
Gofpel, are loft ; otherwife unqueftionably 
he would not only have told us, that he 
believed no more of the Letter of this Sto- 
ry, than he did of the Devil's (45) taking 
our Saviour to the Top of a Mountain, 
and {hewing him all the Kingdoms of the 
World; but, as he is an admirable My JliJi y 
would have given us curious Light into 
the Allegory and Myftery of it. But with- 
out Origen , we have enough in the other 
Fathers againft the Letter of this Story. 

St. Hilary reckoning up all the Parts of 
this Miracle together, fays of it, that it is 
(46) typical and parabolical, and written 

(45) Lib. IV. De Principiis. 

(46) Hanc habeant Caufam, ut diet in rebus ge- 
rendis futuri plena meditatio, In Loc. Matt. In hoc 
Typica ratio fervata eft, Ibid. 

F 2 for 


Digitized by Google 



ij*y 

for our Meditation of what would be done 
hereafter by the holy Jefius. According 
to him, and other Fathers, the Madman 
is Mankind ; or if they were two, they 
were Jew and Gentile at Chrift’s Coming, 
who may be faid to (47) be pojfefs’d with 
Devils , in as much as they were under 
the Rule of diabolical Sins, and fubjeft to 
theWorfhipof^aiMov/ccvfalfe Deities, which 
we tranflate 'Devils. They were fo fierce 
(48) as no Chains could hold them be? 
capie of their mod furious Rage and En- 
tity to the Church, whom no Bonds of 
Reafon could reft rain from doing Violence 
to the Chriftians. They are faid to be (49) 
naked, becaufe they were deftitute of the 
Cloathing of the Spirit and of Gface. And 
may be faid to be among the ($0) Tombs , 
becaufe they were dead in Trefpafles and 
Sins. After that Jefiis had exorcis’d thefe 
diabolical Spirits out of the Gentiles , and 
brought them to their right Senfes, which 

.( 47 ) Significatsc funt gentes qux multis dscmoni- 
bus lerviebant. Attguftin in Luc. Qtuefi. 1 5. 

(48) Humanum genus ad Adventum Domini vcxa- 
batur furore dementi, rumpens vincula rationis, Sc. 
jlrnb. in Loc. Lite. 

(49) Nudus quicunque tegumentum Naturae fuse 
& Virtutis amifit. A,nb. ibid. 

(53) In Tumulis Sepulchrorum ; quid cnim aliud 
funt Corpora perfidorum, niii quaedam defundloruiix 
sepulchre in quibus Dei verbunx non habitat. Ibid. 

f ' 
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was upon their Converfion to the Faith ; 
then a good way off, fome Ages after, did 
the like Devils, by d-ivine Permiflion, en- 
ter into a (51) Herd of Swine , i.e. into 
Hereticks of impure Lives, and furious 
Natures. What fort of Hereticks are 
meant, or whether they are not to be 
underftood of Chriftians in general, let 
our ‘Divines confider. But one would 
be apt to think that Minifters of the Let- 
ter are included, becaufe the Letter of the 
Scripture is myftically call’d (52) Swines 
Food. I am not obliged to purfue the 
myftical Interpretation of this Parable (for 
fo I will call it) thro’ all its Parts, nor to 
fay what is meant by the Sea, that the 
Swine are to be abforp’d in ; but leave 
our Divines to chew upon this myftical 
Conftruftion given them in part, and to 
confider, whether there’s not a Neceflity 
for fuch an Interpretation to make the 
Story credible. 

And thus have I given you the Opinion 
and Expofition of the Fathers upon this 
Miracle, which they turn all intoMyftery. 
If our Divines are ftill for adhering to the 


(51) Videntcs Dxmones non fibi jam locum in 
gcmibus derelinqui, ut patiatur habitare fe in Hx- 
reticis dcprecantur. Hilar, in Lvc. Matt. 

(52) Litera eft Palea, & frequenter evenir, ut ho- 
mines hujus fxculi myllica nefcientes, iimplici Scrip- 
turarum Le&ione palcuntur, Htcrott. in Ifa. xi. 

Letter 
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Letter of this Story, let them account for 
the Difficulties it is involv'd with. To 
cure Men violently diftra&ed, and pof- 
lefs’d with ! Devils , is, whether it be mira- 
culous or not, a good and great Work ; 
but to fend the Devils , who without Je- 
fus\ Permiffion could not go, into the 
Herd of Swine > was an Injury done to 
the Proprietors, and unbecoming of the 
Goodnefs of the holy JeJus. Neither is 
there any other Way to folve the Difficul- 
ty, than by looking upon the whole, with 
the Fathers, as Type and Figure. 

If this miraculous Story had been record- 
ed of Mahomet , and not of J ejus_, our 
Divines , I dare fay, would have work’d 
it up to a Confutation of Mahometan'tjm. 
Mahomet fhould have been, with them, 
nothing lefs than a Wizard, an Enchan- 
ter 3 a Dealer with familiar Spirits, a 
fworn Slave to the Devil; and his MuJ- 
fulmen would have been hard put to it to 
write a good Defence of him. 

When our Saviour was brought before 
^Pilate to be arraign’d, try’d, and condemn- 
ed, ‘Pilate put this Queftion to the Jews , 
faying, fVhat Evil hath JeJus done 1 If 
both, or either of the Stories above, had 
been literally true of JeJus , there had been 
no need of falfe Witnelfes againft him. 
The Merchants of the Temple were at 

hand, 
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f 

hand, who could have fworn <c that he was 
“ the Author of an Uproar and Riot, the , 
a like was never feen on their Market- 
“ Day ; that ’ they were great Sufferers 
w and Lofers in their Trades ; and, whe- 
“ ther he or his Party had ftolen any of 
“ their Goods or not ; yet fome were 
“ embezzled, and others damaged ; and 
“ all thro’ the outragious Violence of this 
“ unruly Fellow, againft Law and Au- 
“ thority.” If fuch Evidence as this was 
not enough to convict Jefus of a capital 
Crime, then the Swine-Herds of the Ga- 
derenes might have depofed, “ how they 
“ believed him to be a IV'rzard , and 
“ had loft Two thoufand Swine through 
“ his Fafcinations : That he bid the Dc- 
“ vils to go into our Cattle, is not to be 
“ deny’d. And if he cured one or two 
<£ of our Countrymen of a violent Pof- 
“ feflion, yet inafmuch as he did us this 
“ Injury in our Swine, we juftly fufpeft 
u him of diabolical Practices upon both. ” 
Upon fuch Evidence as this, f Pi/ate asks 
the Opinion of Jews_, faying, What think 
you ? ■ If they all had condemn’d him to 
be guilty of Death, it is no wonder, fince 
there is not a Jury in England that would 
have acquitted any one arraigned and ac- 
cufed in the like Cafe. 

. > . It 
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It is well for our literal Dolors, that 
fuch Accufations were not brought againft 
Jefius\ or their Heads would have been 
iadly puzzled to vindicate his Innocence, 
and to prove the Injuftice and Undeferved- 
nefs of his Death and Sufferings. But for 
this Reafon, if no other, that no fuch 
Crimes were laid to his Charge, I believe 
little or nothing of either of the feeming- 
ly miraculous Stories before us, but look 
upon them both as prophetical and parabo- 
lical Narratives of what would myfteri- 
oufly and more wonderfully, and confiftent- 
ly with the Wifdom and Goodnefs of Je- 
fits, be done by him. And fo I pafs to a 

3. Third Miracle of JefiuSj and that is 
his Transfiguration (53) on the Mount. 
And this is the darkeft and blindeft Story 
of the whole Gofpel, which a Man can 
make neither Head nor Foot of; and I 
queftion whether the Conceptions of any 
two thinking Doctors do agree about it. 
To fay there is nothing in the Letter of 
this Story, we Believers muft not, becaufe 
St. ‘Peter (54) fays he was an Eye-witnefs 
of Jefius's Majefty, faw his Glory on the 
Mount, and heard the Voice out of the 

(53) Matt. xvii. Mark ix. Luke ix. 

( 54) 2 Pet. i. 16, 1 7, x8. 

Cloud. 
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Cloud. But as Infidels will be prying into 
the ConduCt of Je/us's Life, and forming 
their Exceptions to the Credibility or 
Probability of this or that Part of it ; fo 
we Chilians fhould be ready at an An- 
fwer, that might reafonably fatisfy them ; 
and not forcibly bear down their Oppofi* 
tion, which will make no fincere Converts 
of them. And I believe they would eaft- 
ly diftrefs us with Difficulties and Objec- 
tions to the Letter of this Story. 

S Augitftin himlelf (55) owns, that* 
the whole of it might be perform’d by 
Magic Art ; and we know, in thefe out* 
Days, that fome Jugglers are ftrange Ar- 
tifts at the Imitation of a Voice, and to 
make it as if it came from afar olf, when 
it is uttered clofe by us, and can call: 
themfelves too into different Forms and 
Shapes, without a Miracle, to the Sur- 
prife and Admiration of Spectators. 

But what, I trow, do our 'Divines mean 
by Jefus’s'Transfiguration. We read that 
his Countenance did fhine like the Sun, 
and his Raiment was made as white as 
Snow, and that’s all. And in this enough 
can we think, to demonftrate that Trans- 
action, a miraculous Transfiguration 7 . Phi- 

(55) PofTanf Infideles fftam Vocem dclatam d© 
Ccelo, p€r conje&uras humanas & illicitas Curioiiu- 
ws ad magicas Artes referre, In Serm. xliii. §. 5- 

G lqfophecs 
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lofophers will tell us, that the Reflexions 
of the Light of the Sun, will change the 
Appearance of Colours, and to none 
more than Whitenefs ; and Sceptics will 
fay, that it’s no Wonder if the Counte- 
nance of Jc/its look’d Rubicund , when 
the Sun might fhine on it. 

The Word in the Original for transfi- 
gured ’j is /ue7«^op4:co0M j that is, he was me- 
tamorphofed, transform’d, or, if you 
will, transfigured. And what is to be 
underftood by a MetamorphofiSj we are 
to learn not only from the natural Import 
of the Word, but from the ancient Ufe 
of it. Accordingly, it fignifies nothing 
lefs than the Change or Transformation 
of a Perfon into the Forms, Shapes, and 
Eflences of Creatures and Things of a 
quite different Species, Size, and Figure: 
But Je/itSj it is conceived, was not fo 
transfigured. Our ‘Divines, I fuppofe, 
would not have him thought fuch a ! PoJ - 
ture-mafier for the whole World. If I, 
or any one elfe, fhould affert, that Jejus 
upon the Mount transformed himfelf into 
a Calf, a Lion, a Bear, a Ram, a Goat, 
an Hydft, a Stone, a Tree, and into ma- 
ny other Things of the animate and inani- 
mate World, I dare fay there would, a- 
mong our orthodox Divines , be fuch Ex- 
clamations againfl: me for Blafphemy, as 
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the like were never heard of. They, to be 
fure, will not hear of fuch a Transfigura- 
tion ; nor, like good plain Believers, will 
bear any thing more than that JeJus's 
Countenance did Jbme like the Sun, and the 
Colour of his Veftments was changed ; 
which whether it comes up to the Import 
of a Metamophojis or not, they don’t care. * 
But to clofe with our ‘Divines , and ac- 
knowledge that the glorious Change of 
Jefus 1 s Countenance, and of the Colour 
of his Veftments, was a true and proper 
Transfiguration, and that it was as real 
and wonderful a Miracle as could be 
wrought : But then we may, I hope, ask 
them, what was the particular Reafon and 
Ufe of this Miracle ? Was it a Miracle 
only for the fake of a Miracle ? That’s an 
Absurdity in the Opinion of (56) St .Au- 
gujiin , who fays, what is reafonable to 
think, that all and every one of JeJus " s 
Miracles had its particular End and Ufe ; 
or he who is the Wifdom as well as Power 
of God, had never wrought it. And what, 

I pray, was the Ufe of this Miracle ? Of 
that the evangelical Hiftory is filent, and 
our Divines , with all their reafoning Fa- 
culties, can fay nothing to it. 

(5 6 ) Neque enim Miracula propter Miracula facie- 
bat, fed ut ilia qu® faciebat, mira eflent videntibus, 
vera client intelligentibus, In Strm, xcviii. Sett. 3. 

G ? And 
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And what did Nofes and Elias on the 
Mount with Jefus ? Was it in their awn 
proper Perfons that they appear’d ? or were 
they only fpme Spe&res and Apparitions 
in refemblance of them ? It is laid, that 
they were talking with Jefus ; what then 
did they talk about ? The three greateft 
Prophets and Philofophers of the Univerfe 
could not poflibly meet and confer toge- 
ther, but on the mod fublime, ufeful, and 
edifying SubjeQ:. It’s ftrange that the 
Apoftles, who over-heard their Confabu- 
lation, did not make a Report of it, and 
tranfmit it to Pofterity for our Edifi- 
cation and Inftru&ion. St. Luke, as our 
Euglifh Tranflantion has it, feems to fay, 
that they talked together of Jefus '' s ‘Deceafe 
which he fkauld accompli/h at Jerufalem } 
but this can’t be the Meaning of St. Luke's 
(57) Words, which fo interpreted, are no 
Jefs than a Barbarifm , and, I appeal to our 
Greek Criticks , an improper Exprefiion 
of fuch Signification. We muft then look 
for a more proper Conftru£tion of the 
Phrafe in St. Luke, or we mull; remain in 
the Dark, as to the Subjeft that Mofes 
and Elias talked with Jefus about. 

But further, Why could not this Mira* 
cle have been wrought in the Valley as 

r (J3) ”£A e>Q» tJv • fyiSov iv'lw i/st AA.s rkiyvv, C. ix. 

Yob 

well 
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well as upon a Mountain, whither Jefks 
and his three Apoftles afcended for the 
Work of it ? Naughty Infidels will fay, it 
was for the Advantage of a Cloud, which 
often moves and refts on the Tops of 
Mountains, to difplay his Pranks in. And 
why was it not done in the Prefence of 
the Multitude, as well as of his three A- 
poftles? The more Witnefles of a Miracle^ 
the better it is attefted, and the more rea- 
foflably credited ; and there could not fure- 
ly be too many Witnefles of this, any 
more than of others of JeJus's Miracles, 
if real ones. Ought not the unbelieving 
Multitude, for many Unbelievers unques- 
tionably were amongft them, to have had 
a Sight and Hearing of this Miracle, as 
well as the Apoftles? Who fhould rather 
fee the Miracle, than thofe who wanted 
Convi&ion ? Were they to take the Re- 
port of the Miracle upon the Word of the 
Apoftles, who were Parties in the Caufe ? 
Our ^Divines may poflibly fay they ought : 
But Infidels and Free-thinkers would cry 
out againft them, for juggling Tricks, and 
pious Impoftures. 

Thefe are all Difficulties and hard Que* 
ftions about the Miracle of Chrift’s Trans- 
figuration, which our Clergy, who are Ad* 
mirers of the Letter of that Story, are 
pbliged to account for ; and I believe it 

will 
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will be long enough before they give a 
proper and fatisfa&ory Anfwer to many 
of them. 

Let’s hear then what the Fathers fay to 
this miraculous Story of Jefus's Transfi- 
guration. And it is agreed amongft them, 
that the whole is but a Type, (58) Prefi- 
guration, and (59) enigmatical Refem- 
blance of a future and more glorious and 
real Transfiguration. And whenever they 
fpeak of any Part of the Story, they ne- 
ver explain to us how the Matter went 
upon Mount Tabor j but tell us of what 
this or that Part of it is figurative and 
emblematical; and how it is to be under- 
ftood, and will be fulfill’d in future Time. 
As thus, by the (60) fix TtaySj they un- 
derftand fix Ages of the World, after 
which a real and myfterious Transfigura- 
tion will be exhibited to our inteile&ual 

(58) Regni coeleftis Honor pracfiguratur, S. Hilar, 
in Loc. Matt. In Trans figuratione futura Regni Pr®- 
meditatio & Gloria demonftrata eft, S, Hierum. in 
Loc. Matt. 

(59) ' ktviyutfrdimc Anaft. ip 

Transfig. Dom. ‘'fxoSdy^a. 1% fastis ixcirtlf. S. Cbrjftfi. 
i» Loc. Matt. 

(tfo) Sex millium fcilicet Annorum Temporibus e- 
volutis, s. Hilar, in Loc. Matt. Sic poft Sex iEtates 
Doininu; a perfedtis Famulis confpicietur, Dionyf. 
Alex, apud Damafcen. in Qrat. de Transfix, 

• Views* 


-Ofaft 



[ 47 ] 

Views. By Mo/es and Elias (61) talking 
with Jefus , they mean the Law and the 
Prophets, upon an allegorical Interpreta- 
tion, bearing Teftimony unto Chrih as 
the Ful filler of them. By the (62) Moun- 
tain on which this future Transfigura- 
tion will be exhibited, they underhand 
the fublime and anagogical Senfe of the 
Law and the Prophets. By his Transfi- 
guration itfelf^ they mean his taking upon 
him, and palling through the Forms of 
all the Types of him under the Law, as of 
a Lamb, a Lion, a Serpent, a Calf, a Rock, 
a Stone, and of many others, which he is 
to fulfil, and which will then be clearly 
difcern’d by us. By the black Cloud (63) 
that at prefent obhru&s this Vifioo, they 
underhand the Letter of the Old Teha- 
ment. By the white (64) Vehments of 
Jefiis, they mean the Words of the Scrip- 

(61) Et Mofes & Elias apparuerunt in Gloria, cum 
Jefucolloquentes, in quo oltenditur Legem & Prophe- 
tas cum Evangeliis confonare & eadem Gloria fpiri- 
tualis intelligent!* refulgere, Origen in Epijt. ad 
Rom. c. 1. 

(62) Montem afcendit ut te doceat, ne quxras eum 
nill in Legis & Prophetarum montibus, Origen in 
C antic. C antic. Horn. 3. 

(53) Per nubem tetram intellige opacitatem Le- 
gis. Damafcen. in Orat. de Transfigur. 

(64.) Veftimenta Candida Jefu funt Sermones & 
Scripta Evangeliorum. Origen in Loc. Matt. 

tures, 
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turcs, which will then fhine clear and 
bright. By the Voice out of the Cloud, 
they mean, with St. Yeter, the Word of 
Prophecy, that will found in the Ears of* 
oar Apprehenfions. And laflly, they teFl 
us, that the Way to attain to the Sight of 
this glorious Vilion, is by afcending (not 
by local Motion, but by Reafon) to the 
Tops of the Mountain of the myfterious 
and fublime Senfe of the Law and the Pro- 
phets. If we continue in the Plains and 
Vallies (6$) of the Letter, like the Multi- 
tude under the Mountain, we fhall never 
fee 'Jefus in his finning Velfments, or how 
he was transform’d into the Types of the 
Law; nor Mofes and Elias talking with 
him; nor the Law and the Prophets agree- 
ing harmonioufly in a Teftimony to him. 

After this fafhion do the Fathers, one or 
other of them, copioufiy treat on every 
Part of this Transfiguration of JeJus. I 
could colleff an almoft infinite Number of 
Paffages out of their Writings to this Pur- 


(6 j) Si quis Littcram fequitur, & dcorfum eft to- 
t\ls, hie non poteft videre Jefum invefte Candida; qui 
autein fequitur Scrmonem Dei & ad montana, id eft, 
excelfa Legis confcendit, ifti Jefus commutatur.— — 
Quamdiu Litteram lequimur occidentcm, Moles & 
Elias cum Jefu non loquuntur ; iin fpiritualitcr intel- 
iigimus, ftatim Mofes & Elias veniunr, id eft Lex & 
Prophets, & colloquuntut cum Evangclio, Johan. 
Hierof, Horn. 3*. • J 

t pofe ; 
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pole : But from thefe few it is plain, they 
look’d on the Story of Chrift’s Transfigu- 
ration, but as a Figure and Parable; and 
they were certainly in the right on’t, in as 
much as this their Senfe of the Matter, and 
no other, will folve the Difficulties before 
Parted againft the Letter, as any one may 
difcern, if he attentively review and com- 
pare one with the other: As, for inftance, 
this their Senfe and Interpretation lets us 
into the Reafon of Mojes and Elias's ap- 
pearing on the Mount with Je/us ; and 
gives us to underftand what they talk’d 
about, and that was, not on Jefus's Lde - 
teafe which he would accomplijh at Jeru- 
falem, asour Tranflation has it, but on the 
Prophecy of the Old Teftament; particu- 
larly, as St. Luke fays, on Mofes* s Book of 
Exodus j and how he would fulfill, it at 
the New Jerufalem. 

Whether any, befides my felf, does real- 
ly apprehend, and is willing to underftand 
tn is Story of Chrift’s Transfiguration, as 
I do, I neither know nor care. I am not 
bound to find others, Ears, Eyes and Ca- 
pacities. What I have faid is enough to 
Ihew the Senfe of the Fathers about this 
Matter. If any diflike their concurrent 
Opinion of JeJits's Transfiguration’s being 
an Emblem, an Enigma, and figurative 
Reprefentation of a future and raoft glori- 
* H ous 
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ous Transfiguration, fuch a one as they 
fpeak of; let him account for the Difficul- 
ties and Obje&ions which I have before 
raifed againft the Letter of this Story. In 
the mean time I fhall think it, literally, an 
abfurd, improbable, and incredible one, 
and no other than a prophetical and para- 
bolical Narrative of what will be myfteri- 
oufly and more wonderfully done by jefus. 

And thus I have confidered three of the 
Miracles of our Saviour, and (hewn how 
they are Abfurdities, according to the Let- 
ter, confequently do make nothing for his 
Authority and MeJJiahJhip. I can and will 
do as much by his other Miracles; for I 
would not' have any one think I am got- 
ten to the End of my Tedder, but for 
fome Reaibns beft known to my felf, I 
publjfh thefe Remarks on thefe three firft. 
After the Clergy have chew’d upon thefe a 
while, I will take into Examination fome 
others of Jefus’ $ Miracles, which for their 
literal Story are admired by them. As 
for inftance. 

I will take to task his Miracle (66) of 
changing IVater into IVtne at a Marriage 
in Cana of Galilee ; which was the begin- 
ning of Jefus ' s Miracles, and lhould by 
rights have been firft fpoken to ; but I am 

i <> “ • •* 

• > almoft 
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almoft too grave to handle the Letter of 
this Story as I ought ; and if I had treated t 
it as ludicroufly as it deferves, I cfon’t 
know but atfetting out, I fhould have put 
the Clergy quite out of all Temper. I 
would not now for all the World be fo im- 
pious and prophane, as to believe, with our 
D ivines , what is contain’d and imply’d in 
the Letter of this Story. If ApolloniusTy - 
an<eus, and not Jefus , had been the Author 
of this Miracle, we fhould often have re- 
proached his Memory with it. It is faid'of 
Apollonius Tyanausj that a Table was all 
on a fudden, at his Command, miraculous- 
ly Spread with Variety of nice Difhes for 
the Entertainment of himfelf and his 
Guefts ; which Miracle our ‘Divines can 
tell him, makes not at all to his Credit, in 
as much as it was done for the Service and 
Pleafure of luxurious Appetites. But if 
Apollonius had done, as our Jefus did at 
this Wedding, they would have Said much 
worfe of him ; and that, modeftly Speak- 
ing, he delighted to make his Friends tho- 
roughly merry, or he would not be at the 
Pains of a Miracle to turn So much Water 
into Wine, after they had before welt drank. 

If the Fathers then don’t help us out at 
the myftical and true Meaning of this Mi- 
racle, Such farther Qbje&ions may be 
H 2 form’d 
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form’d againft the Letter, as may make 
our Divines afham’d of it. 

I will alfo take into Examination f efts ' s 
Miracle (67) of feeding many Thoufands in 
the IVildernefs with a few Loaves and 
.FiJJjes ; which, according to the Letter, 
are moft romantick Tales. I don’t in the 
lead: queftion Jefits's Power to magnify or 
multiply the Loaves; and, if he pleas’d, to 
meliorate the Bread : But that many thou- 
fands of Men, Women, and Children, 
fhould follow him into the Wildernefs, 
and flay with him three Days and Nights 
too, without eating, is a little againE Senfe 
and Reafon. Whether the Wildernefs was 
near to, or far from the People’s Habitar 
tian$, the Difficulties attending the Story 
are equally, great. I wonder how Jefus 
amufed them all the while, that they had 
the Patience to flay with him without 
Food ; but I much more wonder, that no 
Victuallers befides the Lad with his 
Loaves and Fifhes, oi whom, and his Oc- 
cupation, whether it was that of a Baker 
or Fijhmonger ; and of his Neglect of his 
Mailer’s Bufinefs here ; and oi the Reafon 
that he met with no hungry Chapmen for 
his Bread before;, we ffali make lome En- 
ijuiry; but particularly ; why he alone, I 

($7) Matt. xiv. and xv, tfc. 

fay, 
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fay, and no other Vi&uallers, no other Re- 
talers of Cakes and Gingerbread followed 
the Camp. In fhort, for all the imaginary 
Greatnefs of the Miracle (which there is a 
Way to reduce and leflen) of Jefus’s feed- 
ing his Thoufands with a few Loaves, 
there muft befomeFafcination or Enchant- 
ment (condemn’d by the Laws of the Jews 
as well as of other Nations) in the Mat- 
ter ; or the People, if they had ftay’d one 
Day, would not two, much lefs three to 
faint j but would, efpecially the Women 
and Children, have been for returning the 
firft Night home. We muft then feek to 
the Fathers (who fay the five Books of 
Mofes are the five Barley Loaves , &c. and 
the feptiform’d Spirit, the feven Loaves j 
&c.) for a good Notion of this Miracle, 
and if they don’t make it a Parable ; do 
what our 'Divines can, it will turn to the 
Difhonour of the holy Jefus. 

I will alfo confider the Miracle of Je- 
fus' s (68) curing the Man fick of the Balfy, 
for whom the Roof of the Houfe was broken 
up, to let him down into the Room where 
Jefus was , becaufe his Bearers could not 
enter in at the Door for the Brefs of the 
Veople. This literally is fuch a Rodomon- 
tade j that were Men to ftretch for a Wa- 

($8) Mark ii, Luke v. 

ger> 
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ger, againft Reafon and Truth, none could 
out-do it. Where was the Humanity of 
the People, and wherefore did they fo tu- 
multuate againft the D6or of the Houle ? 
It’s Jlrange they had not fo much Compaf- 
fion on the ‘Paralytick, as to give way to 
him: It’s more Jlrange that his Bearers 
could get to the Top of the Houfe with 
him and his Bed too, when they could not 
get to the Door, nor the Sides of it : It’s 
yet Jlrangerj that the good Man of the 
Houfe would fuffer his Houfe to be broken 
up, when it could not be long e’re the 
Tumult of the People would be appeas’d : 
But mofl Jlrange ^ that JefuSj who could 
drive his Thoufands out of the Temple 
before him, and draw as many after him 
into the Wildernefs, did not, by Force or 
Perfuafion, make the People to retreat, 
but that fuch needlefs Trouble and Pains 
muft be taken for the miraculous Cure of 
this poor Man. Let’s think of thefe 
Things againft the Time, that out of the 
Fathers I prove this Story to be a Parable. 

I will alfo take into Confideration the 
Miracle of Jefus >< s curing the (69) blind 
Mans for whom Eye-falve was made of 
Clay and Spittle ; which Eye-falve, whe- 
ther it was balfamick or not, does equally 

. (tfsO Job* ix. 

. affeft; 
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afFe& the Credit of the Miracle. If it was 
naturally medicinal, there’s an End of the 
Miracle ; and if it was not at all medici- 
nal, it was foolifhly and impertinently ap- 
ply’d, and can be no otherwife accounted 
for, than by confidering it, with the Fa- 
thers, as a figurative Ad in Jefus. 

I will alto take into Conlideration the 
feveral Stories of Jefus\ raifing of the 
Dead; and, without queftioning his actual 
bringing of the Dead to Life again, will 
prove from the Circumftances of thofe 
Stories, that they are' parabolical, and are 
not literally to be apply’d to the Proof of 
Jefus * s divine Authority and Mefiiahlhip; 
or, for inftance, Jefus > when he raifed 
Jairus’s (70) Daughter from the Dead, 
would never have turned the People out 
of the Houfe, • who fhould have been' his 
belt and propereft WitnefTes. 

I will alfo confider the Miracle of Je- 
fus\ (71) cuifmg the Fig-tree j for its not 
bearing Fruit out of Sealon ; which, upon 
the bear Mention of it, appears to be a 
foolifli, abfurd, and ridiculous Ad, if not 
figurative. < 

I will alfo confider the (72) Journey of 
the wife Men out of the Baft, with their 

r . ' • ... 

(70) Marks. (71) Matt. XXi. Mark xi. 
(7 j) Matt. it. , 

(literally) 
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(literally) fenfelefs and ridiculous Prefents 
of Franckincenfe and Myrrh, to a new- 
born Babe. If with their Gold, which could 
be but little, they had brought their ‘Do- 
zens of Sugar, Soap, and Candles, which 
would have been of Ufe to the Child and 
his poor Mother in the Straw, they had 
a&ed like wife as well as good Men. But 
what, I pray, was the Meaning and Rea- 
fon of a Star, like a IVill-a-Whifp , for their 
Guide to the Place, where the holy Infant 
lay. Could not God, by divine Impulfe, 
in a Vifion or in a Dream, as he ordered 
their Return home, have fent them on this 
important Errand ; but that a Star muft 
be taken or made out of Courfe to this 
Purpole? I wonder what Communication 
paffed between thefe wife Men and the 
Star, or how they came to know one an- 
other’s Ufe and Intention. But the Fathers 
fhall fpeak hereafter farther to the Senfe- 
lefnefs of this Story literally, and make out 
the Myftery and true Meaning of it. 

I will alfo, by the- Leave of our Di- 
vines , take again into Confideration the 
miraculous Conception of the Virgin Ma- 
ry, and the Refurrettion of Je/its from the 
Dead. I do believe, if it may fo pleafe 
our Divines , that jefus was born of a 
pure Virgin, and that he role from the 
Dead : But fpeaking too briefly, in the 

Moderator , 
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Moderator, to thcfe two Miracles, they 
took Offence. I will therefore give them 
a Review, and fpeak home to them ; par* 
ticularly to Chrift’s Refurre&ion, the e* 
vangelical Story of which, literally, is fuch 
a Complication of Abfurdities, Incoheren* 
ces, and Contradictions, that unlefs the 
Fathers can help us to a better under- 
ftanding of the Evangelifis than we have 
at prefent, we muft of neceffity give up 
the Belief of it. 

Thefe and many (73) other of the hi- 
ftorical and miraculous Parts of J e fits' s 
Life, will I take into Examination, and' 
fhew, that none of them literally do prove 
his divine Authority; fo far from it, that 
they are full of Abfurdities, Improbabili- 
ties, and Incredibilities; but that his whole 
Life in the Flefh, is but (74) Type, Fi- 
gure, and Parable of his myfterious and 
lpiritual Life and Operations in Mankind. 

In the End of this Head, it will be a 
curious and diverting Subject to examine 
the Miracles of JeJiis , as they are literally 
underftood, by the Notions, which our 

(73) Alia quamplurima his fimiiia in Evangeliis 
inveniet, quicunque attentius legeric. Qrigen. de Prin- 
dpiis, lib. iv. / 

( 74 ) Qu* Enarratio erit Evangelii fenfibilis, nili 
accommodetur ad intelligibile 6c fpirituale ? Nulla 
lane. Qrigen. in Pnefat. ad Johan. Evang. 

X divines 
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- Divines have advanced about Miracles J 
and to (hew, that even their Notions, com- 
pared with Chrift’s Miracles, are destruc- 
tive of his Authority, and fubverfive of 
Chriftianity. This, I fay, would be a 
moll diverting Undertaking, and it will 
be ftrange, it fome Free-thinker * that 
loves Pleafure of this kind, does not take 
the Hint, and fnatch the Work out of my 
Hands. If I do it myfelf, I (ball have e- 
fpecial Regard to the Writers againft the 
Grounds without palling by Mr. Chand- 
ler's Effay on Miracles ; on which the 
more Remarks will be made, if it be but 
to pay my Refpects to the Archbijhop's 
Judgment, and to Ihewmy Admiration at 
thole extravagant Praifes which his Grace 
at Lambeth has bellowed on that Author. 
Among other his notable Notions of a Mi- 
racle (and the Archbijhop fays he has (75) 
fet the Notion of a Miracle upon a clear 
and fure Foundation) one is, (76) That 
Miracles jhould be Things probable as well 
as poJJiblej that they do not carry along 
with them the Appearance of Romance 
and Fable , which would unavoidably pre- 
judice Men again fl believing them. This 

(75J See Archbiftjop Wake’x Manuscript Letter to 
Mr. Chandler, which is handed about Tovn and Coun- 
try. - 

(7 5 ) ChandlerV Vindication, &c. p. 81. 

is 
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is certainly a good and right Notion of a 
divine Miracle ; and I don’t doubt, but 
according to it, Mr. Chandler and the 
Archbifbop think, they can juftify the lite- 
ral Story of our Saviour’s Miracles, againfl: 
the Charge of Fable and Romance : But 
whether they are able to do it or not, I 
fhall go on, in fome Difcourfes hereafter 
to be publilh’d, to prove that our ©i- 
vineSj by efpoufing the Letter of Chrift’s 
Miracles, have deceived themfelves into 
the Belief of the moll: arrant Ghiixotijm 
that can be devifed and palm’d upon the • 
Underftandings of Mankind. I fay, they 
have deceived themfelves ; for neither the 
Fathers, "nor the Apoftles, nor even JeJies 
himfelf, meant that his Miracles, as re- 
corded in the Evangelijls , fhould be taken 
in a literal Senfe, but in (77) a myftical, 
figurative and parabolical one. And this 
fhould bring me to the 

III. Head of my Difcourfe; that is, to • 
confider what 'Jejfus means, when he ap- 
peals to his Works and Miracles,, as to a 
Witnefs and Teftimony of his divine Au- 
thority ; and to fhew, that he could not 
properly and truly refer to thofe fuppofed 

(77) Dominus noftcr ea quse faciebat corporal iter, 
etiam fpiritualiter volebat intelligi, tfc. Aitgujl. Scrm . 
xcviii. Se< 2 . 3.. 

I 2 . tO 
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to be wrought by him in the Flejb, but 
to thofe myftical ones, he would do in the 
Spirit, of which thofe feemingly wrought 
by him in the Flefh, are but Types and 
Shadows. 

But this Head can’t be rightly fpoken 
to, till I have more amply difeufs’d the 
former, which, by God’s Leave, I promife 
to do : And if my courteous Readers will 
be fo kind as to truft me till that Time, I 
allure them to prove, that no Ignorance 
and Stupidity can be greater, than the Ima- 
gination that Jefus really appeal’d to his 
Miracles, fuppoled to have been wrought 
by him in the Flefh, as to a Witnefs and 
Teftimony of his Divine Authority, and 
MeJJiahJhip . 

• In the mean time our ‘Divines may go 
on in their own Way, if they think fit, 
and admire Jefus of old, and celebrate his’ 
Power and Praifes for healing of bodily 
Difeafes, and doing other notable Feats 
according to the Letter of the evangelical 
Story ; but I am for the fpiritual Jefus and 
Mejfiah , who cures the worfe (78) Di(I 
tempers of the Soul, and does other myf- 
terious and moll miraculous Works, of 
which, thofe recorded in the Evangelifts, 

. (78) Quos in corporibus morbos fanuvit Chriftus 
hi in animabus cxiiiunt, & fupernam ejus Qpem rc- 
"Johan.. Nyot. Hierof. Horn. LX I. 

are 
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are but Figure and Parable. This is the 
primitive and concurrent Opinion about 
the true Mejjlah , which the Fathers uni- 
verfally adhere to. Whether our Jejus y 
at this Day, be fuch a fpiritual Mejfiah to 
his Church, or whether (he does not {land 
in need of fuch a one, is the Queftion that 
our ^Divines are to fee to. But I will add 
here, what I believe, and fhall have ano- 
ther Opportunity to prove, that God on 
purpofe fuffer’d or empower’d/*^/? as well 
as true Prophets, bad as well as good Men, 
fuch as Apollonius j V tjpafian, and many 
others, to cure Difeafes, and to do other 
mighty Works, equal to what are literally 
reported of Jefus, not only to defeat us of 
all Diftin£fcion between true and falle Mi- 
racles, which are the Obje& of our bodily 
Senfes, but to raife and keep up our 
Thoughts to the conftant Contemplation 
of Jefus’s fpiritual, myfterious, andmoft 
miraculous Works, which are the Objeft 
of our Underftandings, and loudly befpeak 
the Power, Wifdom, and Goodnefs of 
God ; and which are to be the abfolute 
Demonftration of Jefus\ divine Autho- . 
rity and Mejjiahjhip to the Converfion of 
Jews and Infidels. 

* I have no more to do at prefent, but, 
like a Moderator , to conclude with a 
fhort Addrefs and Exhortation to Infidels 

and 
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arid Apoftates , the two contending Parties 

in the prefent Controverfy. And 

* ■ * , . . , 

* « I » • 

Fir ft j To ApbJiateSj I mean the Wri- 
ters againft the Grounds and Scheme . W he- 
ther you, grave Sirs , who account your 
felves Orthodox ‘ Divines , tho’ there is lit- 
tle but Con tradition and Inconfiftency 
amongft you, do jike the Name of Apoftates 
which is given you, I much quellion : But 
it is the properefi, 1 could think of, for 
your Defertion of primitive Do&rine a- 
bout Prophecy and, Miracles. I could,, 
not improperly, have given you a worfe 
Title, but I was willing to compliment 
you, rather than reproach you with this. 

But fetting afide the T ide.of Apoftates, 
whether it be, ip. your Opinion, opprobri- 
ous or not ; you may plainly perceive, that 
I am, Sirs, on your Side, as to the Truth 
of Christianity ; and if you’ll accceptof my 
Afliitance for the Proof of Je/us's Mel- 
fiahfhip from Prophecy, upon the Terms 
of the allegorical Scheme, propofed in my 
Moderator, you fhall find me your hearty 
Abettor. Upon the allegorical Sheme, I 
don’t doubt but we fhall iouhdly drub and 
mawl Infidels, and beat them out of the 
Field of Battle. If you, being wedded to 
the literal Scheme, will not accept of my 
-Aififtance, you may. go qii in your own 
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Way, and lee the Event of the Contro- 
versy, which in the End will turn to 
your Difhonour. -•> . . 

You, Sirsj can’t but be fenfible, how 
thofe two great Generals, Mr. Grounds t 
and Mr: Scheme, with their potent Armies 
of Reaions and Authorities againil your li- 
teral Prophecies, have grievoufly diftrefs’d 
and gall’d you ; and, if you don’t make an 
honourable Retreat in time, and Seek to 
Allegorijls for Help, will gain aicompleat 
Vi&ory and Triumph over you*- i 
Infteadpf the Help of Allegorijls,. you, I 
find, under the Diiappointment of your 
literal Scheme, chufe rather tp have Re- 
courfe to Jejus's Miracles : But what lit* 
tie Dependence there is upon his Miracles, 
in your Senle, I have in fart proved in 
this c Difc<mrfe\ and this I have done 
(give me leave repeatedly to declare it) 
not for the Service of your unbelieving 
Adverfaries, but to reduce you tq the 
good old Way of interpreting Oracles, 
which, upon the Teftimony of, the Fa- 
thers, will one Day be the Converfion of 
th z.Jems and Gentiles. y f i » .. -v 1 

Whether you, Sirs , will be pleased with 
this fbort ‘Difcourfe on Chrift’s Miracles, 

I much queftion. But before you put your 
lelves in.a.Rage. againft it, I beg of you 
to read St. Theofhilus of Antioch , Origin , 

: " St. • 
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St. Hilary j St. Auguftin, St. Ambrofej St- 
Jerome j St. Chryfoftom , St. John of Jeru- 
salem^ St. Theophylatt, and other occafi- 
onal ancient Pieces on one Part or other 
of the Ev an ge lifts ; and you’ll find how 
they countenance fuch a D'icoui'fe as this 
on Miracles, and will abundantly aflift me 
in the Profecution of it. 

I expefb, Sirs , that fome of you will be 
ready to rave againft me for this Difcourfe ; 
but this is my Comfort, that if your Paf- 
fion fhould arife to another Profecution of 
me, you can’t pofiibly feparace any of 
mine from the Opinions of the Fathers to 
ground a Profecution on : And What Di£ 
honour in the End will redound to Pro- 
teftant and pretendedly learned 1 Divines 
of the Church of England , to perfecute 
again the Fathers for primitive Do&rine, 
I defire you to think on. i 

But, as I fuppofe, you’ll have more Wit, 
Sirs , than to profecute me again for this 
‘Difcourfe ; lo I hope you’ll have more 
Ingenuity, than odioufly (after your wont- 
ed manner) to reprefent me to the Popu- 
lace, for Profanenefs, Blafphemy, and In- 
fidelity. If you diflike the whole or part 
of this Difeourfc, appear like Men and 
Scholars, from the Trefs againft it. Ufe 
me as roughly in Print as you think fit, 
I’ll not take it ill. . .. V 

Vent am 
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I defire nothing more than td be furl* 
oufly attack'd from the Trefs , which, if 
I am not much miftaken, would give me 
a long’d For Opportunity to expofe your 
Ignorance to more Advantage. 

Be no longer miftaken, good Sir S. The 
Hiftory of Jefus 1 s Life, as recorded in the 
Evangelifts , is an emblematical Reprefen- 
tation of his fpiritual Life in the Soul of 
Man ; and his Miracles are Figures of his 
myfterious Operations. The four Gofpels 
are in no Part a literal Story, but a Syftem 
of myitical Philofophy or Theology. 

If you are refolved not to come into this 
Opinion, I beg of you again, before you 
break forth into a Paflion* to try to vindi- 
cate the literal Story of the three Miracles 
fpoken to in this Difcourfe, i >iz. thofe of 
Jeius\r driving the Buyers and Sellers out 
of the Temple ; of his exorctfing the *1)8+ 
vils out of the Madman } and of his Trans- 
figuration on the Mount > Which if you 
are able to defend againft the Fathers, and 
my Obje&ions, I’ll give tip the Caufe to 
you, and own my lelf (what I am tat e- 
nough from being) an impious Infidel and 
Blafphemer, and deferving the worit Pu- 
nilliment* In the mean' time, I make bold 

K again 
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again to aflert, that the literal Story , of 
Chrift’s Life and Miracles, is an abfurd 
and incredible Romance, full of Contra- 
dictions and Inconfiftencies ; and that mo- 
dern Paraphrafes are not only a confequen- 
tial Reflection on the Intellects of the 
Evangel'tfis , and their divine Gifts of the 
Spirit, as if they could not write an intel- 
ligible and coherent Piece of Biography 
without your Help at this Diltance of 
Time; but have even darken’d and 
obfeured the feemingly native Simpli- 
city of the Story of the Life of Je/its. 
So leaving you to chew upon this, I 
turn 

My Add refs to Infidels , particularly to 
the two moft renown ’d Writers of the 
Party, Mr. Grounds , and Mr. Scheme. 
I fhould, Gentlemen , by right, falute you, 
with the Title of Free-thinkers , a pro- 
per Name for your philofophical SeCt, 
who are for the free Exercife of your Rea- 
fon about divine and fpeculative Points 
in Theology. And I had diftinguifh’d you 
by this Title from your apoftatical Ad- 
verfaries, but that I had a mind to oblige 
my old friends the Clergy, in giving you 
a no more honourable Title than I do 
them. And I truft you will not be of- 
fended 
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fended at the Title of Infidels , fince not 
only your Writings feem to have a Ten- 
dency to Infidelity; but, if there beany 
Fault in your Principles, you know how 
to charge it on your Adverfaries, the pre- 
tended Advocates for Chriftianity, whofe 
Abfurdities, falfe Reafonings, Inconfiften- 
cies, and foolifh GlofTes on the Scriptures, 
have occafioned your Departure from the 
Faith in Chrift. 

I thank Mr. Scheme for the noble Pre- 
fent of his Book, which I received and 
read with Pleafure. But inftead of one, 
he Ihould have fent me a Dozen for the 
Ule of Friends and Borrowers, who are 
very curious and importunate for the Per- 
ufal of it. For what Reafon he envies 
the Bookfiellers the publick- Sale of his 
Work, chufing rather to give it away 
grafts , than that they fhould reap any 
Profit by it, I know not. Surely it is not 
to bring an Odium on the Clergy for Per- 
fecutors, as if fuch an ufeful and philofo- 
phical Piece might not appear publickly 
without Danger from them : If fo, I hope 
the Clergy will refent the Indignity i and 
invite him to a Publication of his Book, 
with a Promife of Impunity, which 
would wipe off the Reproach, which this 
clandeftine Method of difpofing of it has 
caft on them. 

Kj I once 
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I once almoft defpair'd, Sirs j of feeing 
fbch another Piece from your Quarter. I 
was afraid the Profecution of the Mode - 
rator would have deterr’d you from the 
Prefs, whereby our excellent Controverfy 
on Foot muft have been drop’d : But the 
fudden and unexpe&ed Appearance of Mr, 
Scheme, has revived me, and rejoiced the 
Cockles of my Heart. Go on then, great 
Sirs , in this Controverfy, which Mr. 
Grounds happily commenc’d; and if you 
are deny’d the Liberty of the Prefs, and 
publick Sale of your Books, I hope 
you’ll, for all that, as occafion offers it 
fel£ oblige the Learned and Curious 
with fome more of your bright Lucu- 
brations, tho’ you print them, and dif- 
pofe of them in this clancular and fubtil 
Method. 

It is not that I wifh well to your Caufe 
of Infidelity, that I thus encourage you. 
You have more Senfe and Reafon, than to 
fufpeft me tainted with unbelieving Prin- 
ciples. Chriftianity will ftand its Ground 
againft your battering Armour ; and the 
Church of Chrift will be the more firmly 
pftablifh’d on a Rock of Wifdom, for that 
Oppofition you make to it. Tho’ you 
will entirely vanquifh the literal Schemifts , 
and ride in Triumph over them, yet o- 
^her Defenders of the Faith, call’d Aile- 
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gori/tsj will arifc to your Confutation and 
final Overthrow. 

If I am not miftaken, Sirs t your Adver- 
faries, the literal Schem'tfis , whom I call 
Apoflates, are about making a Retreat, 
and yielding the Field of Battle to you. 
The Bijkop of Lichfield , the greateft Ge- 
neral on their Side, will not only find it 
hard to levy any more Forces in De- 
fence of his twelve literal Prophecies; 
but he knows that, if he draws his 
Sword any more againft you, he muft 
attack too the Authority of the Fathers 
for the allegorical Interpretation of fome 
of thofe Prophecies, already urg’d in my 
Supplements to the Moderator ; or, if the 
Fathers are negle&ed by him, they and 
I, keeping out of the Reach of his Bug- 
Bear , will treat him with fuch familiar 
Language, as never was given to one of 
his Order. 

Mr. Scheme feems to promife us a Dif- 
courfe on the Miracles in the Scriptures ; 
I hope he’ll be as good as his Word, and 
e’re long publifh it. This Difcourfe of 
mine can’t pofftbly fuperfede his. As I 
queftion not but his Thoughts and Re- 
marks on Miracles will be very confider- 
able ; fo I fhall be a little impatient till I 
fee them. But be his Difcourfe on Mira- 
cles 
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cles of what kind foever, I believe it will 
hardly be an Obftru&ion to ray Under- 
taking in hand, which I intend, by God’s 
Leave, to go on with, to the Honour of 
the holy Je/us, our fpiritual MeJJiah , to 
whom be Glory and Praife for ever and 
. ever. Amen. 


FINIS. 
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